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Rally de Espana — Day Three Report

e Hyundai Motorsport has finished Rally de Espafa, the penultimate round of the 2018 FIA
World Rally Championship (WRC) with two cars inside the top-five

e Thierry Neuville completed the 18-stage rally in fourth place after a broken rim in the Power
Stage dropped him out of the podium positions

e Dani Sordo secured fifth place to help the team reduce the gap to Toyota in the
manufacturers’ standings to 12 points.

Salou, Spain

October 28, 2018 - The fight for 2018 FIA World Rally Championship (WRC) drivers’ and manufacturers’
titles will be settled at the season finale in Australia in mid-November after an exhilarating Rally de
Espana caused another shift in the championship battles.

Hyundai Motorsport completed a challenging Spanish rally in fourth and fifth positions after late drama
prevented the team from scoring a podium result. Thierry Neuville finished just 0.5-seconds from third-
placed Elfyn Evans as the Belgian picked up a broken rear-right rim in the Power Stage.

Dani Sordo finished fifth helping the team to close the gap in the thrilling manufacturers’ title fight.
Hyundai Motorsport is now just 12 points behind leaders Toyota Gazoo Racing, but only 13 ahead of a
resurgent M-Sport Ford, meaning the championship chase will go right down to the wire in Australia.

Neuville has been forced to relinquish the lead of the drivers’ table to Sébastien Ogier with just three
points separating the duo heading to the season finale. With Ott Tanak 23 points adrift, it remains a
three-way fight for this season’s title honours.

Fight to the finish

Sunday’s itinerary resulted in an exciting final day of action with four stages contested over 61.70km. A
repeated loop of the 16.35km Riudecanyes and 14.50km Santa Marina routes separated by a mid-
morning service offered plenty of opportunity and drama.

Hyundai Motorsport’s crews showed their fighting spirit by setting competitive stage times throughout
the morning with home hero Sordo determined to remain in the podium battle, and Neuville doing all
he could to defend his championship lead.

Overnight rain offered a critical tyre selection on the first pass with Hyundai Motorsport opting for the
safer soft compound options. In increasingly dry stages, however, the repeat loop afforded a more
straightforward choice. The victory chase went right down to the wire, the rally concluding Santa
Marina Power Stage, with an intense duel between the two Sébastiens Loeb and Ogier.

Scoring four stages wins over the weekend across each of its three crews, Hyundai Motorsport was
able to demonstrate competitive performances with its Hyundai i20 Coupe WRC on both gravel and
tarmac. All eyes now move onto the final round of the season, Rally Australia, which was won last year
by Thierry Neuville, heading a Hyundai Motorsport 1-3.
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Crew Notes: Neuville/Gilsoul (#5 Hyundai i20 Coupe WRC)
e Broken rim in Power Stage ended Belgian crew’s podium chances
e Drops to second in drivers’ championship, three points behind Ogier

Neuville said: “This has been a crazy and intense rally, which summarises the highly competitive nature
of this entire championship. | am obviously disappointed not to have had the chance to finish on the
podium today and to score valuable extra points in the Power Stage. We were unlucky; there was a stone
in the road that | couldn’t avoid and it damaged the right rear wheel rim. Yesterday, we caught back up
with the front-runners by taking some risks. Today we had hoped to compete with the Fords but we just
weren’t able to manage it. The title fight is wide-open heading to Australia - both drivers and
manufacturers - which is a great advert for WRC! We won the rally from second on the road last season
so everything is possible.”

Crew Notes: Sordo / Del Barrio (#6 Hyundai i20 Coupe WRC)
e Stage win on Friday and led the rally on Saturday
e Power Stage point for the Spanish crew on home soil

Sordo said: “I am not entirely happy with the weekend or the result but at the same time I’'m not too
disappointed. We have lost some time over the rally due to difficult tyre choices but it's not been an easy
event to read from a strategy point of view. | have done my best and also set some competitive stage
times too, so it's not all bad. We were in the fight right until the end and it was definitely an exciting rally
for all of the fans. As always, it's a pleasure to compete in my home rally and | hope we have given the
spectators the entertainment they have become used to watching.”

Crew Notes: Mikkelsen/Jzeger (#4 Hyundai i20 Coupe WRC)
e Stage win on Friday highlight of their Spanish weekend
e Duo will aim to come back strongly in Australia to support title chase

Mikkelsen said: “Once again, we have not come away with the result we were expecting or know we are
able to achieve, but we've tried our hardest. | can’t quite explain why the feeling or the pace is not there.
Today'’s final stages allowed me to get some drier running and to try out a set-up that worked well in
testing. It still wasn’t perfect so we just have to keep working to unlock whatever is missing. It’s been a
tough rally with changing weather conditions, as well as gravel and tarmac stages, so not at all
straightforward. We have to keep our heads up and put our full effort into the final round of the season in
Australia, and to support the team and Thierry as best we can.”

Still in the game
e Championship battles will be settled only after the Power Stage in Australia
e Stage wins across all three crews shows potential of i20 Coupe WRC in Spain

Team Principal Michel Nandan commented: “That was a very intense and highly competitive rally for all
manufacturers and most crews. The level was incredible and the final results were only settled in the
Power Stage, offering an exciting finale for the fans. Naturally we are disappointed that Thierry picked up
a broken rim that stopped him from taking home a podium. It would have capped off a remarkable
comeback weekend after his struggles on Friday but these things happen. We have seen a change in the
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drivers’ lead with Sébastien now in front, but at least that means Thierry won’t be opening the road in
Australia. With Dani finishing fifth, we have also managed to reduce the gap to Toyota in the
manufacturers’ championship. That means, as always seemed to be the case, the fight will be settled at
the final round of the season. Rest assured, we will give it all we've got!”

The final showdown

e The 2018 FIA World Rally Championship (WRC) will conclude with Rally Australia from

November 15-18

¢ One final gravel event will decide both drivers’ and manufacturers’ titles in what has been one
of the most hotly contested WRC seasons for many years.

Final Overall Classification — Rally de Espaia

S. Loeb

S. Ogier

E. Evans

T. Neuville
D. Sordo
0. Tanak

E. Lappi
J.M Latvala
C. Breen

A. Mikkelsen
T. Suninen
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D. Elena

J. Ingrassia
D. Barritt

N. Gilsoul
C. del Barrio
M. Jarveoja
J. Ferm

M. Anttila

S. Martin

A. Jeger
M. Markkula

Citroén C3 R5

Ford Fiesta WRC

Ford Fiesta WRC
Hyundai i20 Coupe WRC
Hyundai i20 Coupe WRC
Toyota Yaris WRC
Toyota Yaris WRC
Toyota Yaris WRC
Citroén C3 R5

Hyundai i20 Coupe WRC
Ford Fiesta WRC

2018 FIA World Rally Championship for Drivers’ Standings

After round 12

1 S.Ogier
2 T.Neuville
3 0. Tanak
4 E.Lappi
5 J.M Latvala
6 A.Mikkelsen
7 D.Sordo
8 E.Evans
9 C.Breen

10 H.Paddon

204
201
181
10
102
84
Al
70
61
55

3:12:08.0
+2.9
+16.5
+17.0
+18.6
+1:03.9
+1:16.6
+1:26.4
+2:07.0
+2:48.2
+3:52.0
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2018 FIA World Rally Championship for Manufacturers’ Standings

After round 12

1 Toyota Gazoo Racing World Rally Team

2 Hyundai Shell Mobis World Rally Team

3 M-Sport Ford World Rally Team

4 Citroén Total Abu Dhabi World Rally Team

All results remain subject to official FIA confirmation.

331
319
306
216
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About Hyundai Motorsport GmbH

Established on 19 December 2012, Hyundai Motorsport GmbH is responsible for Hyundai's global motorsport
activities and primarily for its World Rally Championship programme. Based in Alzenau on the outskirts of
Frankfurt in Germany, the company embarked on its debut season in the FIA World Rally Championship in 2014
with a bespoke team of skilled staff and a brand new car, the Hyundai i20 WRC. The team made a strong
impression in its first year claiming podium results in Mexico and Poland, as well as a memorable 1-2 in Germany.
In its second season, the team was involved in a closely fought battle for second place in the Manufacturers’
Championship, adding more podiums and stage wins to its tally. For its third year in WRC, Hyundai Motorsport
developed a brand new car, the New Generation i20 WRC. The team enjoyed its most successful season to date in
2016 with two victories (Argentina and Sardinia) and a total of 12 individual podium results, finishing second in the
Manufacturers’ Championship. With a number of key technical regulation changes introduced for the 2017 season,
Hyundai Motorsport developed a brand new car, the Hyundai i20 Coupe WRC, with which it has contested its
fourth season. The team registered its first win of 2017 at Tour de Corse before following that up with victories in
Argentina, Poland and the season finale in Australia. 2018 represents Hyundai Motorsport’s fifth season in the
WRC.

Further information about Hyundai Motorsport is available at: http:/motorsport.hyundai.com

About Hyundai Motor

Established in 1967, Hyundai Motor Company is committed to becoming a lifetime partner in automobiles and
beyond. The company leads the Hyundai Motor Group, an innovative business structure capable of circulating
resources from molten iron to finished cars. Hyundai Motor has eight manufacturing bases and seven design and
technical centers worldwide and in 2017 sold about 4.5 million vehicles globally. With more than 110,000
employees worldwide, Hyundai Motor continues to enhance its product lineup with localized models and strives
to strengthen its leadership in clean technology, starting with the world’s first mass-produced fuel cell electric
vehicle ix35 Fuel cell and IONIQ, the world’s first model with three electrified powertrains in a single body type.

More information about Hyundai Motor and its products can be found at:
http:/worldwide.hyundai.com or http:/globalpr.hyundai.com/

To download high-resolution photos for editorial use, full drivers’ profiles, as well as other useful press information
about the team please refer to:

http://press.motorsport.hyundai.com/home

Username: HMSGMedia
Password: Alzenau

For individual information please contact:

Thomas Villette Nicoletta Russo
Phone: +49-151 1135 4339 Phone: +49-1511135 4362
tvillette@hyundai-ms.com nrusso@hyundai-ms.com
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