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Hyundai NEXO illuminates vision for Hydrogen Society on Earth Day 

 “Empowering Tomorrow with Hydrogen,” a unique spectacle by Hyundai Motor, heightens public 

awareness of hydrogen fuel cell technology  

 Hyundai Motor’s latest fuel cell electric vehicle NEXO used to power projection onto Seoul 

Metropolitan Library’s facade 

 Hyundai spearheads energy transition to hydrogen society, decarbonization  

 

Offenbach, April 23, 2019 - As lights went off at night across Seoul landmarks in celebration of Earth Day 

2019, darkening the glitzy, gleaming South Korean capital, the Seoul Metropolitan Library lit up brightly with 

projections powered by hydrogen fuel cell electric vehicles, the Hyundai NEXOs. 

Undulating footages highlighting the whole water-electrolysis cycle -- water turning into hydrogen and 

oxygen, then to kinetic energy, and finally back to water -- were beamed onto the building facade using five 

units of NEXO, the world’s first fuel cell electric SUV from Hyundai Motor Company. The four-minute 

imagery was projected repeatedly from 8 p.m. for an hour, offering a new vision for future energy. 

The event “Empowering Tomorrow with Hydrogen” was organized under the initiative of Hyundai Motor with 

the support of the Seoul Metropolitan Government.  

Hyundai has been the frontrunner of the global effort to incorporate hydrogen technology into urban 

transport and energy generation over the coming years. Instead of merely turning off lights while still relying 

on the old model of carbon-intensive electricity generation, the public display showcased the eco-friendly 

hydrogen fuel cell technology that reduces carbon footprint with a deep commitment to human-centered 

sustainable development.   

The demonstration in the heart of Seoul marks the world’s first instance of its kind using hydrogen fuel cell 

technology. It also exemplifies an environmentally friendly method of energy generation, as the five NEXOs 

used were charged at Sangam Hydrogen Station, which uses biogas produced from a nearby landfill to 

produce hydrogen. The fuel cell stacks in these SUVs were converted to generators to supply electricity to 

beam projectors, which were themselves individually equipped with power inverters.  

Hydrogen is a flexible, versatile energy carrier with favorable characteristics, since it does not release any 
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CO2 at the point of conversion into a clean fuel or energy source, and can play an important role in the 

transition to a clean, low-carbon energy system. Hydrogen can store energy by converting electrical energy 

into hydrogen via the process of electrolysis. The element can be produced from renewable energy sources, 

stored economically, and deployed for a diverse range of industrial and residential energy-generation 

applications, as well as in fuel cell passenger cars and commercial vehicles.  

According to the Seoul Metropolitan Government, the event is designed to catalyze and heighten societal 

discussions on environmental issues, particularly reducing fine dust and carbon footprint while accelerating 

decarbonization.  

Hyundai Motor is a world leader in the development of hydrogen fuel cell technology, having first 

commercialized fuel cell vehicles in 2013 with the release of the world’s first commercialized hydrogen-

powered vehicle, ix35 Fuel Cell, in 2013. NEXO -- Hyundai’s second-generation FCEV with a 609-kilometer 

range on a single charge (under Korean certification standards) -- emits only clean water vapor and purifies 

the air while driving, filtering 99.9 percent of ultra-fine particles in the process. 

Hyundai’s fuel cell powertrain offers an exclusive propulsion solution for everyday vehicles from passenger 

cars to commercial vehicles. It represents the company’s ongoing commitment to sustainable transport. 

The company has begun fostering the growth of fuel cell and other related industries around the world as 

part of its FCEV Vision 2030. The vision aims to create a worldwide hydrogen society that leverages 

hydrogen technologies beyond the transportation sector. Hyundai is part of Hydrogen Council, a worldwide 

CEO-led coalition of over 50 global energy, transport and industry companies united by a long-term vision to 

develop the global hydrogen society. 

- Ends- 

 

Notes to editors 

Although observed on the April 22 Earth Day, ‘Empowering Tomorrow with Hydrogen’ was not co-hosted 

with the Earth Day Network, an international NGO that annually organizes the global event for grassroots 

environmental activism and mobilizes a billion citizens across 192 countries since 1970. The global Earth Day 

celebrations are marked by public activities designed to awaken people's environmental consciousness, 

ranging from lighting famous landmarks to public marches, signing petitions, meeting elected officials, 

planting trees and cleaning up towns and roads.  

 

About Hyundai Motor Europe HQ 

In 2018, Hyundai Motor achieved registrations of 543,292 vehicles in Europe – an increase of 3.9 percent 

compared to 2017, growing stronger than the market. 2018 was the fourth consecutive year with a record 

https://www.hyundai.com/worldwide/en/news/news-room/news/hyundai-motor-group-reveals-%E3%80%8Cfcev-vision-2030%E3%80%8D-0000016079?pageNo=1&searchKey=FCEV%20Vision%202030&rowCount=6&type%5b%5d=RES&listPageUrl=news.release.all
http://hydrogencouncil.com/
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sales result. Hyundai has the youngest line-up in Europe and 75 percent of the vehicles Hyundai sold in the 

region are models designed, engineered, tested and built in Europe to meet the needs of European 

customers, served by the company’s extensive European infrastructure. This includes two factories in the 

Czech Republic and Turkey, which have a combined annual capacity of 600,000 units. Hyundai Motor sells 

cars in 41 European countries through close to 3,000 outlets. Hyundai Motor offers its unique Five Year 

Unlimited Mileage Warranty package with all new cars sold in the region, providing customers with a five-

year warranty with no mileage limit, five years of roadside assistance and five years of vehicle health checks. 

More information about Hyundai Motor Europe and its products is available at www.hyundai.news. 

Follow Hyundai Motor Europe on Twitter @HyundaiEurope and Instagram @hyundainews 
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About Hyundai Motor 

Established in 1967, Hyundai Motor Company is committed to becoming a lifetime partner in automobiles and 

beyond with its range of world-class vehicles and mobility services offered available in more than 200 

countries. Employing more than 110,000 employees worldwide, Hyundai sold more than 4.5 million vehicles 

globally. Hyundai Motor continues to enhance its product line-up with vehicles that are helping to build 

solutions for a more sustainable future, such as NEXO – the world’s first dedicated hydrogen-powered SUV. 
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