FIA World Rally Championship

Hyundai Motorsport Preview — Round 11: Rally Turkey

e The FIA World Rally Championship (WRC) heads back to gravel for Rally Turkey, round eleven
of the 2019 season

e Hyundai Motorsport is aiming for a competitive weekend in Marmaris across all three of its
crews as it bids to extend its lead in the hotly contested manufacturers’ championship

e Thierry Neuville/Nicolas Gilsoul, Andreas Mikkelsen/Anders Jaeger-Amland and Dani
Sordo/Carlos del Barrio will compete in the Hyundai i20 Coupe WRC cars.

Alzenau, Germany

September 6, 2019 - Hyundai Motorsport turns its attention to Rally Turkey, round eleven of the 2019
FIA World Rally Championship (WRC) season, as it aims to maintain and extend its lead of the
manufacturers’ standings.

The improved tarmac pace of the Hyundai i20 Coupe WRC cars at Rallye Deutschland was
unfortunately hampered by a transmission problem on Friday and a mid-stage puncture on Saturday.
The team was, however, able to retain hold at the top of the championship with four rounds of the
season remaining.

Rally Turkey sees a return to gravel at an event where ambient temperature and demanding stage
conditions place great stress on the cars and their engines. Several routes run along the picturesque
coastline of the Turkish Riviera, but the beauty does not outweigh the risk: the rocky roads can be
unforgiving, making speed second to a clever approach.

Turkey is a special venue for Hyundai as the home of the i20 road car, which is produced at the
Hyundai Assan Izmit plant close to Istanbul. The facility has an annual maximum capacity of 245,000
units, manufacturing the i10 and i20 models, while acting as Hyundai’s gateway to Europe together
with its Czech factory.

Hyundai Motorsport will field an unchanged three-crew line-up from Rallye Deutschland for its second
WRC participation in Rally Turkey. Thierry Neuville/Nicolas Gilsoul and Andreas Mikkelsen/Anders
Jeeger-Amland will be joined by Dani Sordo/Carlos del Barrio for the Spanish crew’s first gravel rally
since taking victory in Rally Italia Sardegna.

The trio have all had the opportunity to test the Hyundai i20 Coupe WRC on gravel ahead of Turkey as
the team looks for a strong, reliable and rounded team performance.

Team Director Andrea Adamo said: “We are determined to show competitive and reliable pace this
weekend. With only four rounds of the season remaining we cannot afford to have anything other than
consistently good results. All three of our crews have performed well on gravel events this year and we
will be hunting down our fourth victory of the season in Turkey. There is no room, nor excuse, for even
the smallest error.”
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Crew Notes: Thierry Neuville/Nicolas Gilsoul (#11 Hyundai i20 Coupe WRC)
e Belgians aiming for first victory since Tour de Corse
e Neuville holds second in the drivers’ standings after fine fourth in Germany

Neuville said: “Rally Turkey is a tough event. Last year we saw plenty of cars retire, including ourselves
while in the lead, but we should fight back this year. Our car has been very strong on these kinds of
roads in the past so we can’t wait to be there. We know we need to push and be on the pace from the
beginning, but we are confident we can be in the mix for victory.”

Crew Notes: Andreas Mikkelsen / Anders Jeger-Amland (#89 Hyundai i20 Coupe WRC)
e Norwegian crew were in contention for victory at last year’s event
e Aiming to support team’s manufacturers’ title bid with a strong outing

Mikkelsen said: “Turkey is one of those events where you need to find the balance of speed and
consistency, while not damaging the car. It’s very rough in both passes but especially the second run
through. It’s very easy to push too hard, hit some rocks and destroy the car or the tyres. It’s a bit of a
survival battle, but if you want to win here you have to drive fast and be committed.”

Crew Notes: Dani Sordo/Carlos del Barrio (#6 Hyundai i20 Coupe WRC)
e Triumphed in their most recent gravel rally event (Rally Italia Sardegna)
e First Rally Turkey - in its new location and format - for the Spanish crew

Sordo said: “This was a new rally for everyone last year and we were here to do the recce, so we are
familiar with some of the stages. Last year | didn’t do Rally Italia Sardegna and | went on to win this
season, so let’s see what happens! When conditions are hard on the cars is when our team is really
strong. | hope it will be same in Turkey. We have an advantage with our road position, and we are
certainly confident with the car on gravel.”

Weekend at a glance
e 17 stages run over a competitive distance of 309.86km
e Thursday’s opening stage is a 2km sprint through the Marmaris marina
e Friday covers over half of the rally’s distance at almost 160km in six stages
e Six stages on a compact Saturday include the scenic Datgca test and the brand new Kizlan
stage to finish both loops.
e Sunday features four stages, culminating in the Marmaris Power Stage.

About Hyundai Motorsport GmbH

Established on 19 December 2012, Hyundai Motorsport GmbH is responsible for Hyundai’'s global motorsport
activities, including the FIA World Rally Championship (WRC) and Customer Racing projects. In WRC, Hyundai
Motorsport quickly established a strong reputation taking victory in its debut season in 2014. The team amassed
ten wins up to the end of the 2018 season and finished as runners-up in the manufacturers’ championship on
three consecutive occasions. Since the establishment of its Customer Racing activities in September 2015,
Hyundai Motorsport has become a trusted partner for teams and drivers looking for success on the rally stages or
on racetracks around the world. From its competitive i20 R5 rally car to the competitive i30 N TCR, Hyundai
Motorsport-built cars have claimed victory in several championships, including national rally series in France and
Spain, as well as the teams’ and drivers’ titles in the inaugural FIA World Touring Car Cup (WTCR) season. Unified
under Hyundai Motorsport, WRC and Customer Racing are together playing instrumental roles in driving
Hyundai’s global high-performance N brand and are supporting an important perception shift for the Hyundai
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brand around the world.

Further information about Hyundai Motorsport is available at: http://motorsport.hyundai.com

About Hyundai Motor

Established in 1967, Hyundai Motor Company is committed to becoming a lifetime partner in automobiles and
beyond with its range of world-class vehicles and mobility services offered available in more than 200 countries.
Employing more than 110,000 employees worldwide, Hyundai sold more than 4.5 million vehicles globally.
Hyundai Motor continues to enhance its product line-up with vehicles that are helping to build solutions for a
more sustainable future, such as NEXO - the world’s first dedicated hydrogen-powered SUV.

More information about Hyundai Motor and its products can be found at:
http://worldwide.hyundai.com or http://globalpr.hyundai.com/

To download high-resolution photos for editorial use, full drivers’ profiles, as well as other useful press
information about the team please refer to:

http://press.motorsport.hyundai.com/home

Username: HMSGMedia
Password: Alzenau

For individual information please contact:

Thomas Villette Nicoletta Russo
Phone: +49-151 1135 4339 Phone: +49-1511135 4362
tvillette@hyundai-ms.com nrusso@hyundai-ms.com
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