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The “#NextAwaits Kona Hybrid Project” highlights the dual character of All-New Hyundai Kona Hybrid 

· #NextAwaits Kona Hybrid Project draws innovative attention to the latest member of the award-winning compact SUV family from Hyundai
· Austrian visual artist Birgit Palma creates a series of eye-catching photos of the All-New Kona Hybrid using ‘double exposure’ technique
· Working with key creative opinion leaders from across Europe, Palma’s technique perfectly visualises the dual character of hybrid driving technologies 

[bookmark: _GoBack]High Wycombe, 30 July 2019 — The market introduction of All-New Kona Hybrid extends Hyundai’s popular, award-winning Kona range to even more choices for European customers. To mark the occasion, the company has worked with artist Birgit Palma to create innovative ‘double exposure’ photos of its new hybrid compact SUV at a special “#NextAwaits Kona Hybrid Project” launch workshop in Hamburg, Germany, which attracted key creative influencers from across Europe.

With an efficient, full hybrid powertrain, the All-New Kona Hybrid combines a petrol engine with an electric motor. Although this connection is not immediately visible to drivers on the road, Hyundai chose to work with the Austrian artist to produce a series of eye-catching photos that illustrate this fusion of driving technologies, while also putting the compact SUV’s stylish design in the spotlight.

Palma specialises in illustration and lettering. In many of her projects, she utilises the double exposure method, which places her at the forefront of modern art and design. Double exposure involves merging two different images together to provide new perspectives and tell stories in a way that cannot be achieved with a single image. This makes it an ideal artistic format to illustrate the All-New Kona Hybrid’s progressive approach.

“I was delighted to be asked by Hyundai to produce some of my work for this project that celebrates the All-New Kona Hybrid,” said Palma. “I decided to use the double exposure method because I wanted to create a new kind of car photography that visually represents this versatile and stylish model’s clean mobility credentials.”

Hyundai decided to herald the launch of the All-New Kona Hybrid by hosting a special creative gathering at YES, an industrially-styled workshop space in the modern HafenCity district of Hamburg, Germany. The Hanseatic harbour city was selected as it is a forward-thinking media hub and, like the All-New Kona Hybrid, noted for its eco-consciousness. As well as Palma, Hyundai invited a number of top influencers from across Europe to experience the brand’s latest electrified SUV at close quarters and participate in the production of illuminating illustrations. Together, they created a series of double exposure images to visualise its story, from its expressive exterior design to its environmentally-friendly powertrain technology.

Since the original Kona arrived on the market in 2017, nearly 120,000 units have been sold in Europe. Now, Hyundai is adding a full-hybrid version to the Kona family, answering European customers’ demands for more SUV-bodied eco-friendly models. As well as its efficient electrified powertrain, the All-New Kona Hybrid offers a bold design and a range of technology enhancements, including advanced Blue Link® connectivity features, SmartSense™ active safety and driving assistance systems, as well as state-of-the-art infotainment features.

“With the launch of the All-New Kona Hybrid, Hyundai further demonstrates its position as a leader in future mobility by offering even more environmentally-friendly choices for our European customers,” said Andreas-Christoph Hofmann, Vice-President Marketing and Product at Hyundai Motor Europe HQ. “Birgit Palma’s innovative approach to creative expression made her a natural fit for our #NextAwaits Kona Hybrid Project that celebrates our latest eco-friendly SUV, which combines electrified dual driving technology with elegant design.”

About Birgit Palma

Born in Austria, Birgit Palma is a multi-disciplinary illustrator and lettering artist. She describes her art as “the sweet spot between modern avantgarde and illustration”, and her work integrates surrealist and abstract geometric themes. She currently lives and works in Barcelona, Spain.

- End – 

About Hyundai Motor
Established in 1967, Hyundai Motor Company is committed to becoming a lifetime partner in automobiles and beyond with its range of world-class vehicles and mobility services available in more than 200 countries. Employing more than 110,000 employees worldwide, Hyundai sold more than 4.5 million vehicles globally. Hyundai Motor Company continues to enhance its product line-up with vehicles that are helping to build solutions for a more sustainable future, such as NEXO – the world’s first dedicated hydrogen-powered SUV. 


About Hyundai Motor UK
Hyundai has sold vehicles in the UK since 1982. In 2005, Hyundai opened its own UK subsidiary, Hyundai Motor UK Ltd, based in High Wycombe. Since 2008, the company has risen from 23rd to one of the top 10 car manufacturers in the UK and last year sold 90,000 vehicles with 3.8% market share. Hyundai Motor UK employs more than 3,000 people through its UK operations and dealer network. Hyundai offers consumers a range of technically advanced vehicles from the electrified IONIQ range, the 279 mile range KONA Electric and the hydrogen fuel cell NEXO, as well as award winning vehicles such as the i10 city car, the high performance N range and the trusted and capable SUV ranges of KONA, Tucson and Santa Fe. All passenger cars come with Hyundai’s industry-leading 5 Year Unlimited Mileage Warranty package. Further information about Hyundai and its products is available at www.hyundai.co.uk.
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