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GREATEST AUTOMOTIVE ICONS

Jeremy Clarkson has defeated Hollywood legend Steve McQueen to be crowned screen’s greatest automotive icon.

While McQueen is known as The King of Cool thanks to his effortless style and tough guy persona, Clarkson has been ridiculed over the years for his dedication to stone-wash denim. 

But in a head-to-head, it’s the ex-Top Gear presenter who topped the list. 

The presenter has been involved in some of the most impressive TV moments over the past 25 years, whether it was driving to the North Pole or riding motorcycles from Ho Chi Minh to Ha Long Bay in Vietnam.

McQueen, whose films such as Bullitt, The Great Escape and Le Mans featured some of film’s most iconic car and motorbike scenes, was second – ahead of Jezza’s co-star Richard Hammond. 

And Fast and the Furious leading man Vin Diesel beat 007’s Sean Connery, with the tough guys making up the top five. 

The study, by Hyundai, was commissioned to see how petrolheads will be keeping themselves busy while non-urgent car journeys have been banned. 

A spokesman for Hyundai said: “Steve McQueen is nicknamed The King of Cool and he’s responsible for some of Hollywood’s most iconic moments, whether it’s the bike scene in The Great Escape or the famous chase in Bullitt.

“But he plays second fiddle to Jeremy Clarkson, whose legendary adventures from behind the wheel of a car have crowned him as our favourite automotive screen icon.

“The best cars and films are always the subject of fierce and fun debate and thanks to the internet and streaming services there is no shortage of shows and websites to keep us occupied.”  

Sean Connery was one of three James Bond actors to make the top 10 greatest automotive screen icons, with Daniel Craig at number 8 and the late Sir Roger Moore in at number nine. 

Jason Statham, who forged his automotive credentials in the Transporter series before joining the Fast and Furious franchise, was tenth on the list. 

Paul Walker, who was tragically killed in a car crash, was also on the top 10 along with James May. 

The very best car film according to the 2,000 Brits surveyed was The Italian Job, followed by Steve McQueen-starring Bullitt and the Fast and the Furious franchise.

In addition to being named the greatest car movie, the Italian Job also features the most popular car chase to ever appear on the big screen.

Not only that, the Michael Caine classic is also the most watched car automotive film since self-isolation came into effect.

On the small screen, Top Gear was voted the greatest with Knight Rider and The Dukes of Hazzard in second and third place.

James Bond's Aston Martin DB5 was named greatest movie car ahead of Chitty Chitty Bang Bang and the De Lorean from Back to the Future.

On top of watching car films, they’ll typically spend around 50 minutes per week browsing vehicles on classified websites. 

To keep car enthusiasts occupied, Hyundai has relaunched its Click to Buy tool, which allows users to spend hours configuring their ideal car spec and sales package online. 

A spokesman for Hyundai added: "The internet has totally transformed the way we buy and sell products and consume media.

"Whether it's streaming our favourite shows, browsing the classifieds or configuring the perfectly-specced cars, there is plenty to keep car enthusiasts occupied.

"While the nation is being told to stay at home, Hyundai felt it was the right time to relaunch its groundbreaking Click to Buy website to allow motorists to choose their new car, spec it to their desired taste and arrange a finance package all from the comfort of their sofa."  
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About Hyundai Motor UK                                                    
Hyundai has sold vehicles in the UK since 1982. In 2005, Hyundai opened its own UK subsidiary, Hyundai Motor UK Ltd, based in High Wycombe. Since 2008, the company has risen from 23rd to one of the top 10 car manufacturers in the UK and last year sold 83,284 vehicles with a 3.6% market share. Hyundai Motor UK employs more than 3,000 people through its UK operations and dealer network. Hyundai offers consumers the broadest range of alternative fuel vehicles from the electrified IONIQ range, the 278 mile range KONA Electric and the hydrogen fuel cell NEXO, as well as award winning internal combustion engine vehicles such as the i10 city car, the high performance N range and the trusted and capable SUV ranges of KONA, Tucson and Santa Fe. All passenger cars come with Hyundai’s industry-leading 5 Year Unlimited Mileage Warranty package. Further information about Hyundai and its products is available at www.hyundai.co.uk.
Follow us on Twitter @Hyundai_UK_PR

For more information, please contact:

	Natasha Waddington
	
	Robin Hayles
	Nasrin Munro
	

	Head of PR
	
	Product PR Manager
	PR Executive
	

	01494 428646
	
	01494 428655   
	01494 428617
	

	07771 975692
	
	07836 579628
	07736 616612
	

	natasha.waddington@hyundai.co.uk
	robin.hayles@hyundai.co.uk
	nasrin.munro@hyundai.co.uk
	 

	
	
	
	
	

	Laura King
	
	Yasmin Fletcher
	
	 

	Senior Manager, Brand PR
	
	Press Officer
	
	 

	01494 428685
	
	01494 428721
	
	 

	07817 264224
	
	07860 188073
	
	 

	laura.king@hyundai.co.uk
	
	yasmin.fletcher@hyundai.co.uk
	
	 






	Hyundai Motor UK
	728 London Road, High Wycombe,
Buckinghamshire, HP11 1HE
	
	www.hyundai.co.uk



image1.png
News Release.




image2.png




image3.png
@& HYUNDAI




