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How Hyundai’s racing cars inspire road cars: new episode of 
Are We There Yet? podcast 

 

• The sixth episode of Hyundai Motor’s podcast, Are We There Yet?, has been 

released 

• This episode features guests Till Wartenberg, Vice President and Head of N Brand 

Management and Motorsport Sub-division at Hyundai Motor Company, and 

Hyundai Motorsport Customer Racing driver Luca Engstler 

• Wartenberg and Engstler discuss the N brand’s commitment to cater to its younger 

customer base, as well as technology transfer from motorsport to N models and 

other Hyundai road-going cars 

• Listen and subscribe to the podcast here 
 

Offenbach, XX April 2021 – Hyundai Motor has released the sixth episode of its bi-weekly podcast, 
Are We There Yet?, hosted by motorsport and technology presenter Suzi Perry. In “How our racing 
cars inspire road cars”, Perry invites Till Wartenberg, Vice President and Head of N Brand 
Management and Motorsport Sub-division at Hyundai Motor Company, and Hyundai Motorsport 
Customer Racing driver Luca Engstler to discuss the latest developments of Hyundai’s N brand. 

In the sixth episode, Wartenberg and Engstler enlighten listeners on what N stands for and what it is 
striving to achieve for the Hyundai brand, how its younger target group influences the development 
of the company, as well as where N stands in this new era of electrification. 

Wartenberg recounts the announcements at Hyundai’s recent N Day event, including the world 
premiere of the all-new KONA N, the shift in N’s core message, and the brand’s commitment to 
electrification. 

“It was announced that we are expanding more with the N brand: we are thinking about electrification 
of N with whatever propulsion that might be feasible in the future. We cannot stand still, and the ICE 
era will keep going on for a while,” says Wartenberg. “In the end, we need to have a successful 
transition to the electrification of the high-performance segments. It becomes clearer and clearer that 
battery or hydrogen-electric will be part of future high-performance car models.” 
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Wartenberg also talks about the success of N’s launch with i30 N, the differing business practices in 
South Korea and Germany, and the process of transferring knowledge from the race track to the 
road to develop better high-performance models. 

Luca Engstler takes a break from the circuit to share his role in the development of Hyundai’s TCR 
cars, the experience of taking customers for a drive around the race track, and, as his father Franz 
Engstler is also a racing driver, stories of balancing work and family. 

“I’m fully involved in the development of the TCR cars. For us, it is important to understand how the 
car is braking, cornering, how the dampers are working. But then, we speak about pure power as 
well. We speak about steering,” says Engstler. “The [racing and road] cars are so close, and 
whatever we develop and find out on the race weekend goes to help improve the road car as well.” 

Listeners can subscribe to Hyundai Motor’s podcast, Are We There Yet?, and hear the latest episode 
now to learn more about how motorsport inspires Hyundai N models and other road-going cars. It is 
available on Spotify, Apple, Google, Podcasts, Stitcher, Acast and other podcast streaming 
platforms and is produced by Fresh Air Production. 

About Till Wartenberg 

Till Wartenberg is currently the Vice President and Head of N Brand Management and Motorsport 
Sub-division at Hyundai Motor Company in South Korea. Before moving to Asia, Wartenberg was 
the Director of Marketing at Hyundai Motor Germany for three years. Before joining Hyundai in 2016, 
he spent 16 years at another major auto manufacturer, holding various roles. 

About Luca Engstler 

Luca Engstler is a Hyundai Motorsport Customer Racing driver, who has followed his father into the 
world of racing. He has raced in various TCR series around the world, winning six championships. 
Engstler switched to Hyundai Motorsport in 2018 and, in 2019, raced in the WTCR at 19 years old. 

Disclaimer: CO2 and emissions data for KONA N 

• This model may not yet be available for sale in your country. Fuel consumption and CO2 
values for this model have not yet been determined. 
 

Disclaimer: CO2 and emissions data for i30 N 

• This model may not yet be available for sale in your country. Fuel consumption and CO2 
values for this model have not yet been determined. 

 

- End - 
 
About Hyundai Motor Europe HQ 
Hyundai Motor Europe HQ was formally established in 2000 with its main office in Offenbach, Germany. It is 
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the regional headquarter responsible for over 40 markets with more than 3,000 outlets, taking a 3.6 per cent 
market share in 2020 (ACEA data). 75 per cent of the vehicles Hyundai sold in the region are models 
designed, engineered, tested and built in Europe to meet the needs of European customers, served by the 
company’s extensive European infrastructure. This includes two factories primarily serving Europe: in the 
Czech Republic and Turkey.  
 
As of January 2021, Hyundai has one of the youngest product ranges of any manufacturer, with almost all 
models younger than 1 ½ years old. More than 75 per cent of Hyundai’s line-up in Europe is now available as 
an electrified version, and the company plans to electrify its entire European line-up by 2025. Furthermore, 
Hyundai is a pioneer in zero-emission mobility, including its fully-electric subcompact SUV KONA Electric, its 
second-generation fuel cell electric vehicle NEXO, and the recently-launched battery-electric IONIQ 5, the first 
model in its new IONIQ line-up brand. In 2020, more than 13 per cent of Hyundai cars sold in Europe, or nearly 
60,000 units, were zero-emission vehicles, making Hyundai one of the leading manufacturers in terms of fleet 
share as well as total sales of zero-emission vehicles in Europe. 
 
Hyundai offers its unique Five Year Unlimited Mileage Warranty package with all new cars sold in the region, 
providing customers with a five-year warranty with no mileage limit, five years of roadside assistance and five 
years of vehicle health checks. 
 
More information about Hyundai Motor Europe HQ and its products is available at www.hyundai.news. 
 
Follow Hyundai Motor Europe HQ on Twitter @HyundaiEurope and Instagram @hyundainews 
 
Contact 
Florian Buengener    Lina Dujic 
Corporate & Brand PR Deputy General Manager Corporate & Brand Communications Expert 
fbuengener@hyundai-europe.com   ldujic@hyundai-europe.com 
+49(0)69 271472 – 465    +49(0)175 569 0857 
 
About Hyundai Motor Company 
Established in 1967, Hyundai Motor Company is present in over 200 countries with more than 120,000 
employees dedicated to tackling real-world mobility challenges around the globe. 
 
Based on the brand vision ‘Progress for Humanity,' Hyundai Motor is accelerating its transformation into a 
Smart Mobility Solution Provider. 
 
The company invests in advanced technologies such as robotics and Urban Air Mobility (UAM) to bring about 
revolutionary mobility solutions, while pursuing open innovation to introduce future mobility services. 
 
In pursuit of sustainable future for the world, Hyundai will continue its efforts to introduce zero emission 
vehicles equipped with industry-leading hydrogen fuel cell and EV technologies. 
 
Disclaimer: Hyundai Motor Company believes the information contained herein to be accurate at the time of 
release. However, the company may upload new or updated information if required and assumes that it is not 
liable for the accuracy of any information interpreted and used by the reader. 


